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Visitors are welcome but must understand that they will not be 
covered by the club’s Public Liability Insurance, which covers the 
club and its members while on club walks or attending its social 
functions:  non-members would not be covered by our policy. 
 
The meeting place in Oxford for weekend walks is at a Park & 
Ride indicated as follows, leaving promptly at the time stated: 
 
PT Pear Tree ) 
RB Redbridge )   at all Park & Ride car 
SC Seacourt  )   parks meet near the exit 
TH Thornhill ) 
OP Oxford Parkway (formerly Water Eaton) 
 
Car sharing is arranged at the meeting place.  Leaders who live a 
long way out and go directly to the starting point of their walk 
must ensure that others with cars will be calling at the meeting 
place to collect walkers requiring transport.  Passengers are asked 
to offer, and drivers to accept, a contribution towards car-sharing 
costs.  The Committee recommends not less than 20p per mile per 
person.  Exceptionally, a walk may not meet at a Park & Ride and 
then details of the meeting point are given in the programme.  
 
Dogs may only be brought on walks with the permission of the 
leader(s), but please note exceptions indicated on the programme 
when dogs are definitely not allowed. 
 
Please bring sufficient drink, and a packed lunch.  Unless 
specified in the programme, please assume there are no 
refreshment facilities on the walk. 
 
Important Notes:  Gates should be left as they are found, i.e. 
open if open and closed if shut.  All walkers must keep the person 
behind them in sight (especially necessary in woods). 
 
The annual subscription (currently £6.00) is due on 1 October. 
Membership details are kept on computer. 
All cheques for any event are to be made payable to: 
Oxford and District HF Rambling Club 



 

SPECIAL EVENTS / ADVANCE NOTICE 
 
Summer Walk and Supper 
Sat 15 July A pre-booked supper at the Shepherd’s Hut, 

Ewelme. See newsletter. There will be a walk 
beforehand. See programme. 
 

Autumn Group Weekend (for paid-up members only) 
Fri – Mon 13th-16th Oct  

See newsletter and booking form. 
Malvern Premier Inn 
Payment due by 26th June 

  
AGM and Supper following afternoon walk  
Sat 21st Oct See newsletter and programme. 
 Booking form will be sent later. 
  
NB: The number in brackets is the relevant OS Explorer map. 
  
If you require further information about a walk, please telephone 
the leader. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 



 

May 2023 
Sat 6 May Coronation Day  
   
Sat 13 May Badbury, Great Coxwell & Coleshill 

(170) 
7m 

9.30 am SC Hopefully still bluebells at Bradbury. Pub 
and cafe in Coleshill 

 

Leader: Sue Pemberton  
   
Sat 20 May Notgrove - Turkdean (OL45) 9.5m 
9.30 am OP Diamond Way 10th Circular Walk  
Leader: Trevor Jennings  
   
Sat 27 May Longworth and Hinton Waldrist 

(170,180) 
8m 

9.30 am RB   
Leader: Claire Drinkwater  
   
 
June 2023 
Sat 3 Jun Blenheim, Combe (180) 8m 
10am Hensington Rd Car Park, Woodstock  
Leader: Margaret Smith   
   
Sat 10 Jun No walk  
   
Sat 17 Jun Thames walk Iffley, Grandpont, South 

Hinksey, Iffley.  Croquet and tea 
4m 

 No 3 bus to Iffley Turn.  Footpath to No 8 
OX4 4JF or parking nearby.  Meet at 
11.15 am. 

 

Leader: Gillian Jenkins  
   
Sat 24 Jun Studley Green, Radnage and Piddington  

(171) 
9.5m 

9.30 am TH   
Leader: Claire Drinkwater  
 
  



 

July 2023 
Sat 1 Jul Around Little Hampden 8m 
9.30 am TH NO PUB  

Leader: Jim & Julia Ellison  
   
Sat 8 Jul Wallingford 8.8m 
11.00 am 
Wallingford 
Town Hall 

Park in Goldsmiths Lane Car Park, 
behind St Martins Street or bus X40 from 
Oxford. Lunch stop at Ox Shed cafe 

 

Leader: Gwen Thrower  
   
Sat 15 Jul Summer Supper Shepherd’s Hut Ewelme  
2.00 pm RB Walk around Ewelme (170)  
Leader: Sue Pemberton  
   
Sat 22 Jul Turkdean - Farmington 10m 
9.30 am OP Diamond Way 11th Circular Walk   
Leader: Trevor Jennings  
   
Sat 29 Jul Upper Heyford and the Astons (191) 9m 
9.30 am OP   
Leader: Sue Pemberton  
   
 
  



 

August 2023 
Sat 5 Aug Chipping Norton & Rollrights  (191) 9m 
9:30 am PT   
Leader: Margaret Smith  
   
Sat 12 Aug   
   
Sat 19 Aug Part of the Ridgeway to Aldworth  8 m 
9.30 am RB (Landranger Map 174)  
Leader: Colin Gammon   
   
Sat 26 Aug Alfred’s Castle and the Ridgeway (170) 8m 
9.30 am RB   
Leader: Claire Drinkwater  
   
 
September 2023 
Sat 2 Sep Dorchester Abbey afternoon tea walk 

(170) 
7m 

12.00 pm RB Wittenham Clumps and Shillingford. 
Bring a snack to keep you going until tea 
at the legendary Dorchester Abbey 
tearoom. 

 

Leader: Sue Pemberton  
   
Sat 9 Sep No walk  
   
Sat 16 Sep No walk  
   
Sat 23 Sep Chinnor - Aston Rowant (171) 7m 
9.30 am TH   
Leader: Colin Gammon  
   
Sat 30 Sep Blewbury and the Astons (170) 8.5 m 
9.30 am RB No pub  
Leader: Sue Pemberton  
   



 

 
October 2023 
Wed 4 Oct 
 

Older People’s Day at Oxford Town Hall  
From 10.00 am 

 

 The Club will have a table - come and 
help recruit new members. 

 

   
Sat 7 Oct The Winchendons 8mls 
9.30 am TH NO PUB  
Leader: Jim & Julia Ellison  
   
Fri 13 - Mon 
16 Oct 

Autumn weekend Malvern Premier Inn 
See separate information and booking 
form 

 

   
Sat 21 Oct AGM  
 See Separate Mailing  
Leader:   
   
Sat 28 Oct Nuneham Courtney to Abingdon, using 

buses each end. (170) 
6m 

9.30 am RB Finish at Annie’s Cafe for late lunch or 
tea and cake - bring a snack to keep you 
going. 

 

Leader: Claire Drinkwater  
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associated with HF holidays 

Newsletter Spring 2023 
	
From	the	chair		
 
 2023 got off to a false start as the first walk was cancelled due to heavy rain (although 
two stalwarts went anyway!) Since then we’ve enjoyed a variety of walks, some followed by 
lunch to warm us up in the depths of winter. Claire led us to explore some more of Oxford’s 
green spaces, it’s amazing how far you can walk within Oxford city barely touching a road. 
 Numbers for the Spring Social were disappointing but those who came enjoyed a meal 
together followed by a most interesting talk on the Roman road between Silchester and Alchester 
given by Pat Whitehouse. At the end of March we had a very enjoyable weekend in Chichester, 
although Sunday’s walk had to be changed due to rain. You can read about both of these inside. 
 Looking ahead, we have a Summer Supper booked in beautiful Ewelme, also an Autumn 
Weekend in Malvern. Booking forms are enclosed for both of these. There is also a new 
programme of walks lined up but we do need more people to lead them, so please think if this is 
something you could do. 
 Hoping to see you during the spring and summer, 
   
       Sue Pemberton 

Summer/Autumn Programme Highlights 
Visit the Rollright Stones 
Saturday 5th August 
 
Just one of the interesting walks on offer this summer, this will 
take us to the iconic stone circle on the Cotswold scarp. 
   
Old favourites like sections of the Ridgeway and rambles in the 
Chilterns are also there. Closer to home, there's tea and croquet 
at Gillian's, or a walk to Abingdon ending at Annie's Cafe. 
 
Check your programme and mark up the diary! 
 

New Account 
	 The club has a new bank account which means that meals and events can be paid for by 
bank transfer. It will also make life easier for organisers to make payments. You can still pay by 
cheque if you prefer, and no changes need to be made to existing subscription standing orders 
as these will continue to go to the old account. Anyone wishing to set up a new standing order 
should use the new account. Full account details will be included on booking forms. 



Future events 
 
Summer supper   Afternooon walk (optional), followed by pre-booked  
 Saturday 15th July  supper at The Shepherd's Hut, Ewelme 
     See booking form for more details 
  
Autumn  Weekend   Premier Inn, Great Malvern 
 13th - 16th October  See below and enclosed sheet for more details.  
     Bookings and payment by 26th June 
      
Annual General Meeting  The AGM will be preceded by an afternoon walk  
 Saturday 21st October and followed by a pre-booked supper. 
     Details and booking form in next mailing. 
 
Christmas lunch    A morning walk followed by Festive Fare! 
 Saturday 9th December Details to follow in next mailing. 

Winter/Spring Walks Programme  
 It's not too soon to think about the next programme. We need your contribution if we are 
to fill all the slots through the winter. Start planning your walk now! 
 If you are having trouble getting on to Google docs, just send the details of your walk to 
Sue Pemberton and she will enter it for you. (email: suepem@tiscali.co.uk) 

Autumn Weekend in the Malvern Hills  
13th - 16th October 2023 
 

WhatsApp Group 
A reminder that the club has a WhatsApp group. It would be good to have more members using 
it as it would be an ideal way to provide last minute updates on walks, for example, if a walk has 
to be cancelled. If you would like to join, please send me a text on 07833 714217, or contact me 
if you would like to know more about it. 
        Sue Pemberton 

 Our autumn weekend will take us to 
the lovely Malvern Hills - not far away, but a 
unique feature in the landscape, offering a 
variety of walks and wonderful views. The 
town of Great Malvern has plenty to offer to 
those wanting a more leisurely weekend. 
 We will stay once again at a Premier 
Inn - they have proved both reasonably 
priced and comfortable. There are no twin 
rooms, although the double plus sofabed 
option is available. 
 See separate information sheet and 
booking form for full details of price and 
booking arrangements. 

On the Malvern Hills 



Reports 
 

Christmas Lunch 2022 
 The Christmas lunch was at the King’s Arms in 
Sandford on Thames. It was preceded by a walk along the 
Thames path and through Lower Radley. With the sun shining, 
and a crisp hoar frost outlining the riverbank vegetation this 
was invigorating! More members joined us at the pub for an 
excellent meal. 
   Claire Drinkwater 

 
Spring Social 
 On March 11th ten members gathered at the Cutteslowe Pavilion for the Spring Social. As 
always, the bring and share supper was plentiful and varied and we all ate well. 
 After the meal our very own Pat Whitehouse gave a most interesting talk on the Roman 
road that runs from Silchester to Alchester (near Wendlebury) via Dorchester-on-Thames, 
Berinsfield, the Baldons, across the north east of Oxford, running along part of the Eastern 
Bypass, and finally across Otmoor to arrive at Wendlebury. Pat’s photos showed that parts of it 
can still be seen as footpaths, roads and tracks across fields. Can we devise walks that 
incorporate a bit of the road? 
	 The event was enjoyed by all who were there but the low number was disappointing and 
we only just covered the cost of the hall. The Committee will need to consider whether this event 
should continue to run, or whether the format needs to change – perhaps a topic to discuss at 
the AGM. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sue	Pemberton	

Spring Weekend at Chichester 
Friday 24th March - Monday 27th March 2023 

1

The Premier Inn in Chichester 
proved an excellent base for our spring 
weekend this year. Thirteen members 
gathered for the first walk from Midhurst on 
Friday afternoon. Sue led us on a circuit 
through the woods and heathland around 
this lovely old town.   

On Saturday, we set out to explore 
the Chichester harbour area. We caught the 
bus down to East Wittering, and then set out 
across farmland, to reach the Chichester 
Channel near Itchenor. The picturesque 
waterfront in the village provided a very 
convenient lunch stop, with bench seats for 
all to enjoy the sunshine, and watch the 
passing boats.. After lunch we continued 
along the water’s edge, on a path that was 
nice and level, but rather muddy in places. 
At West Wittering, some of the party turned 
off to catch the bus back, feeling that eight 
miles was enough. The remaining group 
continued by the water, to reach The Spit, 
where the Harbour meets the sea. Gluttons 
for punishment, we completed the circuit of 
this bank of sand dunes, rewarding 

2

ourselves with an ice cream from a beachside 
café as we walked back along the seafront to 
East Wittering. Many thanks to Margaret for 
leading this breezy eleven mile trek. 

On Sunday, we had planned a walk on 
the Downs, but pouring rain demanded a 
rethink. We spent the morning exploring the 

Lunch stop at Itchenor 



 

3

lovely historic city of Chichester, walking 
around the city walls, visiting the cloisters 
(there were services in progress in the 
cathedral) and getting lunch.  

Chichester in the rain 

Along the canal 

4

By afternoon the rain had eased, so 
we gathered at the canal basin for a walk 
along the Chichester Ship Canal. Now only 
partly navigable, this connects the city with 
the Harbour, about four miles away. We 

5

enjoyed the peace and quiet, and the wildlife, with 
some members stopping to catch the bus where 
we crossed the main road, and others 
persevering for the last mile through the large 
marina that now occupies the dock area where 
the canal joins the main Harbour. Reward – a 
welcome cup of tea at the marina café!  

6

Monday morning saw us returning to 
Oxford, with some making a short detour up to 
the hillfort known as The Trundle to get a short 
walk and admire the views we had hoped to see 
on Sunday. Of course the sun was shining!  

Altogether, it was a very enjoyable 
weekend – and a big thank you to Sue for 
arranging it. 
   Claire Drinkwater 


